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What is the 24-month STEM Extension?

Å Is a 24-month extension of your post-completion OPT for students 
with a STEM degree

Å Core purpose is to supplement your academic knowledge with 
practical experience in your major area of study

Å Employment may be anywhere in the United States

Å It is a benefit of your F1 status, it is not a different visa type
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When is the STEM Extension available?

Å The STEM Extension is available once per degree level for a total amount 
of two times throughout your academic career

ï Example 1: student earned BFA degree in STEM field, is eligible to apply for 
STEM Extension

ï Example 2: student had STEM Extension following BFA, has earned MFA 
degree in STEM field and is on post-completion OPT, is eligible to apply for 
STEM Extension

ï Example 3: student had STEM Extension following MFA, and earned second 
aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ {¢9a ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ {¢9a 
Extension for first MFA

ï Example 4: student had STEM Extension following BFA and MFA, student is 
earning a PhD in STEM field, student is not eligible, because already received 
STEM Extension twice in academic career
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When is the STEM Extension available?

Å The STEM Extension is available for previously earned STEM degree, if the 
degree was earned within 10 years of filing the STEM Extension and was 
awarded by a U.S. accredited and SEVP certified institutions 

ï Example 1: Student completed BFA in STEM field in the US in 2013 and is now 
on post-completion OPT after earning a MFA in a non STEM field, student is 
eligible to file STEM Extension with BFA degree

ï Example 2: Student completed BFA in STEM field outside the US in 2002 and 
is now on post-completion OPT after earning a MFA in a non STEM field, 
student is not eligible to file STEM Extension, because degree is not from a 
U.S. accredited and SEVP certified institution and is older than 10 years

ï Example 3: Student completed BFA in a STEM field and MFA in the US, just 
completed 12-month post-completion OPT after earning MFA in a non STEM 
field, is in the 60 day grace period, not eligible, because no longer on post-
completion OPT

1) Understanding the 24-month STEM Extension



When is the STEM Extension available?

Å The STEM Extension is available when you earned a STEM degree and the 
CIP code of your major is part of the STEM Degree List

ï STEM degrees at AAU are: 

Advanced Architectural Design (04.0902), Advertising (11.0899), Advertising & Branded   
Media Technologies (11.0899), Animation & Visual Effects (10.0304), Architecture 
(15.1303), Architectural Design (15.1303), Art Education (13.0501), Communications & 
Media Technologies (09.0702), Game Development (11.0804), Game Programming 
(11.0202), Graphic Design (11.0803), Graphic Design & Digital Media (11.0803), 
Industrial Design (15.1302), Interior Architecture & Design (15.1301), New Media & 
Web Design (11.0801)

ï STEM Degree List is available online at: 
https:// www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf
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When am I eligible?

Å Have earned degree in a STEM field by a U.S. accredited and SEVP certified 
institution

Å Have been granted and currently are in a valid period of post-completion 
OPT when filing your application with USCIS

Å No more than 90 days of unemployment time accumulated while on post-
completion OPT

Å Employment is directly related to your major field of study

Å Work for an employer who is enrolled in USCIS E-Verify

Å Work for an employer who is willing to implement and comply with 
training plan (Form I-983) and reporting requirements set forth by DHS

ï Self-employment with own e-verified business/company will no longer be 
possible under the 24-month STEM Extension
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When should I apply for my STEM Extension? 

Å Important: USCIS must receive and accept your application packet 
for processing before your post-completion OPT expires

Å The earliest you can file your application with USCIS is 90-120 days 
prior to your last day of post-completion OPT

Å USCIS takes an average of 90 days to process your STEM Extension
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How long is my legal status in the US?

Å 12-month work authorization under post-completion OPT

Å 24-month work authorization under STEM Extension

Å 2-month grace period after last day of STEM Extension
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PC-OPT Work 
Authorization

STEM Extension Work 
Authorization

Grace 
Period

12 months 24 months 2 mo

Legal F1 visa status total: 38 months



How long can I be unemployed during the STEM Extension?

Å You will be allowed an additional 60 days of unemployment beyond the 
post-completion OPT limit of 90 days and can have up to a combined total 
of 150 days of unemployment time 

ï Example 1: Student did not use any unemployment time during the 12-month 
post-completion OPT, thus has 150 days of unemployment time left to use 
during the 24-month STEM Extension

ï Example 2: Student used 60 days of unemployment time during 12-month of 
post-completion OPT, thus student has 90 days of unemployment time left to 
use during the 24-month STEM Extension

Å It is your responsibility to comply with USCIS reporting requirements

ï Refer to section 6, pages 42-45
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What if I exceed the total of 150 days of unemployment time?

Å You will be considered out of status. Therefore, you must do either one of 
the following before you have accumulated the 150 days:

ï Depart the U.S. and inform the International Student Office by submitting the 
Departure Notification Form

ï Apply for a change or adjustment of status with USCIS

ï Maintain your F1 status by continuing your education in the U.S.

ÅAt AAU and obtain a Change of Level Form I-20

ÅAt another school and obtain a transfer Form I-20. To transfer out, you are required 
to submit your documents online at: http://www.academyart.edu/aau-
forms/international-admissions/transfer-out-request-form

Å You are required to report your loss of employment to the International 
Office by completing the Loss of Employment Reporting Form (form will be 
available online shortly)
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What documents do I need?
Å Form I-765

Å Form G-1145

Å Form I-983

Å 2 Passport Photos

Å Personal Check, Cashiers Check or Money Order

Å Photocopy of Form STEM Extension I-20 

Å Photocopy of all previous Form I-нлΩǎ

Å Photocopy of your Form I-94

Å Photocopy of your passport page

Å Photocopy of your F1 visa page

Å tƘƻǘƻŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 9!5Ωǎ

Å Photocopy of your diploma at AAU

Å Photocopy of your diploma, if you use your previous degree to apply for 
STEM Extension
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What should I do, if I want to use my current AAU degree to 
apply for STEM Extension?

Skip the next three slides
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What should I do, if I want to use my previous degree to apply 
for the STEM Extension?

Å You must be on post-completion OPT 

Å Your previous degree cannot be older than 10 years on the day of filing 
your application

Å Your previous degree must have been awarded by a U.S. institution that is 
accredited and SEVP certified

Å Your previous degree must be in a STEM Field 

Å Your previous degree must be higher than an Associates Degree
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What should I do, if I want to my previous degree to apply for 
the STEM Extension?

Å If your previous degree is from AAU:

ï The degree that you previously earned at AAU must be in STEM field:
Å Refer to page 8 with the list of AAU eligible STEM majors

ï You will need to include your diploma from the degree with the application

ï You will need to provide a copy of your previous I-20. If they are no longer 
available, you must submit a screenshot of the SEVIS page showing your 
previous degree program
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What should I do, if I want to use my previous degree to apply 
for the STEM Extension?

Å If your previous degree is from another school:

ï You must provide a copy of your diploma with the application

ï You must provide a copy of your Form I-20. 

ï If you no longer have the Form I-20 to prove your previous degree is part of 
the STEM List , please contact the International Office at your previous school 
and ask for a screenshot or print out of your SEVIS record page.

ï You must submit the I-20 or SEVIS page from your previous school to AAU 
when you request the STEM Extension I-20 as we are required to verify your 
eligibility before we can recommend you for the STEM Extension
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Where do I get my Form I-765 and G-1145?

Å You can download both forms on the USCIS website: 

http://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Å You can either complete both forms online and print them out or you can 
print them out and write in them.

Å Please make sure you use the most current version of the I-765.
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How do I complete Form I-765?

Å Complete this Form either with black

or blue pen and write clearly.

Å Since this is your second time to apply for

work authorization with USCIS, check here

Å Your last name and first name must 

match your passport information.

Å Put the address your EAD card should be

mailed to once it has been issued. 

The address must be valid for 3 months. 

If you plan to move, use a friends or 

relatives address instead (c/o: John Smith)

YOUR LAST NAME, Your first name

Do not enter your nick name 

Your mailing address



How do I complete Form I-765?

Å Leave blank if you do not have a SSN

Å This is your 11-digit I-94 admission number

Å /ƘŜŎƪ ΨȅŜǎΩ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ PC OPT 

Å If you filed for PC OPT with AAU, enter CSC 

(Office), your current EAD start/end date,

Results: Granted

Å This is the date you arrived in the US,
not left your country

Å Usually the first airport you arrived
in in the US

Å Usually F1 (sometimes H4, B2
or other, if you did a change of status 

in the US)
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F1 Student

Example: San Francisco



How do I complete Form I-765?

Å Write άCм {ǘǳŘŜƴǘέ here

Å This is the code for the STEM Extension

Å Complete number 17 

ï enter your degree level and CIP code 

(first page on your I-20 below major 1)

Å Do not enter anything in number 18, it 

only applies to H4 visa status
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F1 Student

C         3         C

MFA or BFA +  CIP Code



How do I complete Form I-765?

Å Sign here (between red lines only)

Å 5ƻƴΩǘ sign here!
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How do I complete Form G-1145?

Å Your name on the form must match the name in the passport

2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

Your Family (Sur) Name Your First Name

Your email address Your phone number



Where can I find Form I-983?

Å You can download Form I-983 from the USCIS website: 

https:// www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/I-983.pdf

Å You can find more detailed instructions to complete Form I-983 online at:
https:// www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/i983Instructi
ons.pdf
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How do I complete the first part of Form I-983?
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Academy of Art 

University
SFR214F00500000

This is your USCIS # on the EAD 


