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1) Understandinghe 24month STEM Extension

What is the 24month STEM Extension?

A Is a 24month extension of your postompletion OPT for students
with a STEMiegree

A Core purpose is to supplement your academic knowledge with
practical experience in your major area of study

A Employment may be anywhere in the United States
A It is a benefit of your F1 status, itrist a different visa type



1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

When is the STEM Extension available?

A The STEM Extension is available once per dégvetfor a total amount
of two times throughoutyour academic career

Example 1student earned BFA degree in STEM field, is eligible to apply for

STEM Extension
Example 2student had STEM Extension following BFA, has earned MFA

degree in STEM field and is on posmpletion OPT, is eligible to apply for
STEM Extension

Example 3student had STEM Extension following MFA, and earned second

al a0SNQa Ay {¢9a FAStRXI &aiddzRSyid Aa
Extension for first MFA
Example 4student had STEM Extension following BFA and MFA, student is

earning a PhD in STEM field, student is not eligible, because already receive
STEM Extension twice in academic career



1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

When is the STEM Extension available?

A The STEM Extension is available for previously earned STEM degree, if tt
degree was earned within 10 years of filing the STEM Extension and was
awarded bya U.S. accredited and SEVP certified institutions

I Example 1Student completed BFA in STEM field in the US in 2013 and is nov

on postcompletion OPT after earning a MFA in a non STEM field, student is
eligible to file STEM Extension with BFA degree

I Example 2Student completed BFA in STEM field outside the US in 2002 and
IS now on postompletion OPT after earning a MFA in a non STEM field,
student is not eligible to file STEM Extension, because degree is not from a
U.S. accredited and SEVP certified institution and is older than 10 years

I Example 3Student completed BFA in a STEM field and MFA in the US, just
completed 12month postcompletion OPT after earning MFA in a non STEM
field, is in the 60 day grace period, not eligible, because no longer on post
completion OPT




1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

When is the STEM Extension available?

A The STEM Extension is available when you ear®tEM degree and the
CIP code of your major is part of the STEM Depise

I STEM degrees at AAU are

AdvancedArchitectural Design (04.0902Advertising (11.0899), AdvertisingB&anded
Media Technologies (11.089®nimation & Visual Effects (10.030A)ychitecture
(15.1303), Architectural Desi@b5.1303) Art Education (13.0501;ommunications &
Media Technologies (09.0702), Game Development (11.0804), Bag&@amming
(11.0202) Graphic Design (11.0803), Graphic Design & Digital Media (11.0803),
Industrial Design (15.1302), Interior Architecture & Design (15.1301), New Media &
Web Design (11.0801)

I STEM Degree List is available online at:
https:// www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stedst. pdf



https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf
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1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

When am | eligible?

Have earned degree in a STEM field by a U.S. accredited and SEVP certi
Institution

Have been granted and currently are in a valid period of-postpletion
OPT when filing your application with USCIS

No more than 90 days of unemployment time accumulated while on-post
completion OPT

Employment is directly related to your major field of study
Work for an employer who is enrolled in USCNREfy

Work for an employer who is willing to implement and comply with
training plan (Form983) and reporting requirements set forth by DHS

I Selfemployment with own eerified business/company will no longer be
possible under the 2onth STEM Extension



1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

When should | apply for my STEM Extension?

A Important: USCIS mustceive and acceptour application packet
for processing before your pesbmpletion OPT expires

A The earliest you can file your application with USCIS-i29Qays
prior to your last day of postompletion OPT

A USCIS takes an average of 90 days to process your STEM Extensi



1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

How long is my legal status in the US?

A 12-month work authorization under postompletion OPT
A 24-month work authorization under STEM Extension
A 2-month grace period after last day of STEM Extension

PCOPT Work STEM Extension Work Grace
Authorization Authorization Period

12 months 24 months

Legal F1 visa status total: 38 months



1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

How long can | be unemployed during the STEM Extension?

A You will be allowed an additional 60 days of unemployment beyond the
postcompletion OPT limit of 90 days and can have up to a combined total
of 150 days of unemployment time

I Example 1Student did not use any unemployment time during themi@nth

postcompletion OPT, thus has 150 days of unemployment time left to use
during the 24month STEM Extension

I Example 2Student used 60 days of unemployment time duringndahth of
postcompletion OPT, thus student has 90 days of unemployment time left to
use during the 24nonth STEM Extension

A 1t is your responsibility to comply with USCIS reporting requirements
I Refer to section 6, pages 43




1) Understanding the 24nonth STEM Extension

What if | exceed the total of 150 days of unemployment time?

A You will be considered out of status. Therefore, you must do either one of
the following before you have accumulated the 150 days:

I Depart the U.S. and inform the International Student Office by submitting the
Departure Notification Form

I Apply for a change or adjustment of status with USCIS
I Maintain your F1 status by continuing your education in the U.S.

A At AAU and obtain a Change of Level Feg |

A At another school and obtain a transfer For®0. To transfer out, you are required
to submit your documents online atttp://www.academyart.edu/aau
forms/internationatadmissions/transfeput-requestform

A You are required to report your loss of employment to the International
Office by completing the Loss of Employment Reporting Form (form will b
available online shortly)



http://www.academyart.edu/aau-forms/international-admissions/transfer-out-request-form

2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application




2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

What documents do | need?
Form 765
Form G1145
Form {983
2 Passport Photos
Personal Check, Cashiers Check or Money Order
Photocopy of Form STEM Extensk20|
Photocopy of all previous Foramnln Q a
Photocopy of your Form34
Photocopy of your passport page
Photocopy of your F1 visa page
t K2G202Lk 27F |ff @&2dz2NJ LINSQA2dza 9!
Photocopy of your diploma at AAU

Photocopy of your diploma, if you use your previous degree to apply for
STEM Extension

A
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2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

What should | do, if | want to use my current AAU degree to
apply for STEM Extension?

Skip the next three slides



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

What should I do, if | want to use my previous degree to apply

Do o Do Do D>

for the STEM Extension?

You must be on postompletion OPT

Your previous degree cannot be older than 10 years on the day of filing
your application

Your previous degree must have been awarded by a U.S. institution that i
accredited and SEVP certified

Your previous degree must be in a STEM Field
Your previous degree must be higher than an Associates Degree



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

What should | do, if | want to my previous degree to apply for
the STEM Extension?

A If your previous degree is from AAU:

I The degree that you previously earned at AAU must be in STEM field:
A Refer to page 8 with the list of AAU eligible STEM majors

I You will need to include your diploma from the degree with the application

I You will need to provide a copy of your previow! If they are no longer
available, you must submit a screenshot of the SEVIS page showing your
previous degree program



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

What should I do, if | want to use my previous degree to apply

for the STEM Extension?

A If your previous degree is from another school

You must provide a copy of your diploma with the application
You must provide a copy of your Fors2Q.

If you no longer have the Forr2D to prove your previous degree is part of
the STEM List, please contact the International Office at your previous school
and ask for a screenshot or print out of your SEVIS record page

You must submit the20 or SEVIS page from your previous school to AAU
when you request the STEM Extensiét®las we are required to verify your
eligibility before we can recommend you for the STEM Extension



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

Where do | get my Form765 and 11457

A You can download both forms on the USCIS website:

http://www.uscis.qov/r 765

A You can either complete both forms online and print them out or you can
print them out and write in them

A Please make sure you use the most current version of-#&s|


http://www.uscis.gov/i-765

2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

How do | complete Fornh765?

Complete this Form either with black Depnrtment of Homeland Sccurity

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

or blue pen and write clearly. —

For

USCIS

Since this is your second time to apply fc | v.
work authorization with USCIS, check he oo S
Your last name and first name ———— '

St\ D b;:&uthm'i:ati.o:ll/]:lx-tensiond\‘r’;-)lid ;l‘o (sagf;:l.l(g)'f
match your passport information.

1 am apply! [] Permission to accept employment. [] Replac

[] Renewal of my permission to accept employment

. Full Name
(Family Name) (First Name) (Middle Name)

YOUR LAST NAME Your first name

Put the address your EAD card should Di 2 g same vsea nctude staten Namey

Do hot enter your nick name

3

mailed to once it has been iIssue ' ”E;:‘;'LI:E‘:‘;:C'N (Apt. Number)

our mal Ing adqd}ess

The address must be valid for 3 months.”  “ =
If you plan to move, use a friends or
relatives address instead (c/o: John Smit """ o

6. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)
7. Gender [ ]| Male [ | Female




2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

How do | complete FormT65?

8. Marital Status

Lean:)Iank |f yOU dO not have a S&N\D Married [ ] Single [] Divorced [ ] Widowed
.. .. . . 9. Social Security Number (Include all numbers you have eve
This is your 1-Higit F94 admissiomumber wedifany) | e

/ K S Ocl LIJ é S é. Q é. A y. CPSO 0, Alien Registration Number (A-Number) or Form I-94 Number é

A
A
A
A

. . (if any)
If you filed for PC OPT with AAU, enter 8S(
. 11. Have you ever before applied for employment authorization
(Office), your current EAD start/endate, fromUSCIS?
[] Yes (Complete the following questions.)
Results: Granted \ Which USCIS Office? Dates
A Th'S |S the date you arrlved |n the US, Results (Granted or Denied - attach all documentation)
not Ieft yourcountry [] No (Proceed to Question 12.)
A Usua”y the fII’S'[ alrpOI’t yOU al’l’lved 12. Date of Last Entry into the U.S., on or about (mm/dd/yyyy)
Inin the US a 13. Place of Last Entry intt_; the U.S. .
A Usually F1 (sometimes H4, B2 Example: San Francisco
. . 14. Status at Last Entry (B-2 Visitor, F-1 Student, No Lawful
or other, if you did a change of status Status, etc)

> F1 Student

inthe US)



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

How do | complete FormT65?

OMB No. 1615-0040; Expires 02/28/2018

I-765, Application For
Employment Authorization

Action Block Initial Receipt | Resubmitted
Relocated
Received Sent

A Writea Cm { (hdeR Sy

Completed

tion Denied - Failed to establish: Approved Denied
rility under [ Economic necessity under
R 274a.12 8 CFR 274a.12(c)(14), (18)
“(c) and 8 CFR 214.2(f) A#
A Thisis the code for the STEM Exten®ion [0 Applicant is filing under section 274.12

placement (of lost employment authorization document).
t (attach a copy of your previous employment authorization document).

15. Current Immigration Status (Visitor, Student, etc.)

A Completenumber 17 F1 Student

16. Eligibility Category. Go to the “Who May File Form I-765?”
section of the Instructions. In the space below, place the letter

I enter your degree level and CIP co Eostructions. “For exnmple, tay(8y X i o o e
: : (CH e ¢
(flrst page Onyour |-20 below major 1) 17. (6)(3)(C) Eligibility Category. If you entered the eligibility

category (¢)(3)(C) in Question 16 above, list your degree, your
employer's name as listed in E-Verify, and your employer's
E-Verify Company Identification Number or a valid E-Verify
Client Company Identification Number in the space below.

Degree Employer's Name as listed in E-Verify

A Do not enter anything in number 18, it MEA or BEA +_CIP Code

Employer's E-Verify Company Identification Number or a Valid
E-Verity Client Company ldentification Number

only applies to H4 visa status'\)
category (¢)(26) in Question 16 above, please provide the receipt

number of your H-1B principal spouse’s most recent Form 1-797
Notice of Approval for Form I-129.




2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

How do | complete FormT65?

A Signhere (between red linesnly)

>

A 5 2 ys@nihere!

Certification

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and
correct. Furthermore, I authorize the release of any information that
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services needs to determine
eligibility for the benefit I am seeking. I have read the “Who May File
Form I-765?” section of the instructions and have identified the

appropriate eligibility cateﬁog in ==uesti0|1 16.

Applicant's Signature
3

Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Telephone Number

Signature of Person Preparing Form, If Other Than Applicant

I declare that this document was prepared by me at the request of the
applicant and 1s based on all information of which I have any
knowledge.

Preparer's Signature

Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy)

Printed Name

Address

Form I-765 11/04/15 Y



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

How do | completedcorm G1145?

A Your name on the form must match the name in the passport

|Paperwork Reduction Act

An agency may not conduct or sponsor an information collection and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated at
3 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions and completing and submitting the form. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to:
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Regulatory Coordination Division, Office of Policy and Strategy, 20 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20529-2140. OMB No. 1615-0109. Do not mail your completed Form G-1145 to this address.

Complete this form and clip it on top of the first page of your immigration formg(s).

ApplicanUPetitioneF Full Last Name Applicant/Petitioner 1_311.11 First Name Applicant/Petitioner Full Middle Name
Your Family 8ur) Name Your First Name

E-mail Address

Mobile Phone Number (Text Message)

Your email address Your phone number

Form G-1145 02/28/13 Page 1 of 1



2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

Where can | find Form983?

A You cardownload Form-B83 from theUSCIS website:
https:// www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016483.pdf

A You can find more detailed instructions to complete Fo883 online at:
https:// www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/i983Instructi

ons.pdf



https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/I-983.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/i983Instructions.pdf

2) Preparing your STEM Extension Application

How do | complete the first part of Form983?

Academy of Art SFR214F00500000

University

This is your USCIS # on the EAD




